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-rron THe MYSTERIOUS STRANGER 


entitled The Mysterious Stranger. The tale s set In а small village In 16t century Austria, where 
troo boys опе day meet a young man diferent from themselves: "He had new and good clothes 
ол, and was handsome and had a winning face and a pleasant voice, ard was easy and graceful 
and unembarrasced, nat elauchy and амали and difident, Гиз other boys. 


The mysterious stranger starts to do small but amazing tricks for them—causing water to turn to 
ico, conjuring grapes and bread out of thin ar, even making birds out of clay that can fly. At last 
оле boy, the story's narrator, works вр the courage to ask the stranger who ho is 

"An angel” he said, quite simply, and set another bird free ard clapped his hands and made it 
fy away. 

The angel then proceeds to really impress them by making an entire toy castle, complete with five 
hundred miniature soldiers and workmen that move around by themselves. Naturally the boys get 
involved with this utimato playset, making ther own knights and cannon and cavalry, and although 
they get rather nervous again when the angel reveals hs name Б Satan, he assures them he is nat 
that Satan, but only named after the fallen оп. 


"Wo other: are stillignorantof ein: we aro nat able to commit it we are without blomich, and wo 


shall abide in that estato always.” Distracted by two of tho miniaturo workman, "Satan reached out 
his hand and crushed the Ше out of them with his fingers...and went on talking where he had left 
ой: We cannot da wrong: neither have we any disposition to do it, for we do not know what it is." 
Horiied es the other boys are, "he made us drunk with the joy of being with him and of lookng 


into the heaven of his eyes, and of feeling the ecstasy that thrilled along our veins from the touch 
of his hand. 


Yes, Kaworu Nagisa made quite an impression on the fans of Шо Genesis Evangelion, despite 
tho fact that, in the original broadcast version of the TV show (before it got all director’s-cutted, 
bor-settec, special-editioned, and platinum-ined) he shows up for only slighty less than thirteen 
minutes of total screen time, the climax of which being an entire minute where nothing happens 
atall 


That's what being a beautiful angel will do far you. especially when you mate the most of your 
thirteen minutes on Earth by having a whirlwind romance with the main character that ends in a 
lover's quarrel with Prog Knives and finally а voluntary martyrdom at the hand of your boy here. 
Relationships don't come any more tragic than that of Kaworu Nagisa and Shinji Ikari, and when 
fans {including this one) first saw it оп TV, the affair was so brief and shocking the story logic of it 
didn't click in until much later, 


In the anime, Kaworu is acknowledged as the Final Messenger, and, of all the Angels Shinji has 
to fight, this is the most ruthless battle, won at the highest possible cost to himself. took even 
longer for me to realize that the showdown in episode 24 had also taken us ful circle from Shinji's 
first fight in episodes 1 and 2, which emphasized his personal helplessness against the looming 
Angel Sachiol. Against Kaworu, it is the Angol who becomes по стай, helpless figure, while Shinji 
is represented only by the gargantuan, frightful helm and arm of his Eva Unit-O1. We never see 
Shinji's human face once throughout the whole final minute of decision 


So as Col. Trautman would have ssid instead of Major Katsuragi, “It's over, Shinji IT'S OVER! 
Kaworu м. Shinji (or Kaworu x Shinji, in the doujinshi) was the big final showdown between 
humanity and the Angels. And with the outcome leaving Shinj at his mast wretched ever, wouldn't 
it be nice И everyone just died—your wish being Eva's command, as it turns out that fortunately 
humanity hardly ever needed the Angels to slaughter itself, 


ОФ Ф 


FROM THE MYSTERIOUS STRANGER 


Satan's worda near tho end of Mark Twain's story also uncannily profiguro the ond of tho world 
and the Instrumentality, both cf which follow Fis death in the TV show in such quick order you 
picture Anno as a haimetted fry cook dinging the counter bell. By now you see Sadamoto's 
handling of Көмегі. and perhaps nothing illustrates the different experiences of the manga and 
the anime better than his handing of this critical character. 


Ма longer the last Angel to be fought, Kaworu actually becomes an active Eva pilot and fights 
an Angel—the dude even has the nerve to observe the fight is fred, based on his knowledge of 
SEELEs prophecies. Sadamoto of course introduces him at an earier point in the narrative—at the 
equivalent of episode 78's end—and then sends him to NERV near the equivalent of episode 22's 
beginning — before certain important events, to put it mildly, can occur. 


When one notes this ind of thing, of course, its important to restate thet the Evangelion manga 
has always been a separate but equal “official” version of Eva, with no particular obligation to 
align Aself with the anime, and indeed it was with Book Five, the first released after The End of 
Evangelion, that Sadamoto began to truly seem free to go in his own direction 


Nevertheless, as the “ether” official version of the Eva story, it is reasonable for fans to view it as 
an “alternate history” relative to the anime, and the way Kawors has been introduced makes us 
realize the manga may end very differently indeod. Despite tho fact we know here that Kaworu іс 
an Angel from the very beginning, he appears destined to at leasthang around long enough to pick 
up a tew paychecks. Its not clear when your health benefits kick in at NERV, although if Rtsuko is 
your primary caregiver it might be best to forego them. 


ССС 


Ж 2 


-FROM THE MYSTERIOUS STRANGER 


In volume 9 ves see the most staggering difference thus far between the manga and the anime 
Sadamoto's Shinji doesn't even Ше Kaworu, much less love him. Of course, you could say the 
less-ethereal Kaworu of tho manga is harder to love. | can't believe Sadamoto had him tel Rei he 
thought she'd be "hofor." And yot he did 


оон CONUS SRE АЫ. аана (ох рочиун оина, чне T O0 dl 
attracted to Kaworu, and that you the audience are supposed to feel that he felt it, what Камоо 
himse thought was a vary differant matter. Like Rai, | believe Kaworu to be mnocent 一 coyly he 
appears not to be so, because while Rei needed to be reached out to, Kawaru has сопе to reach 
out; whereas Rei has spent her existence being observed, Kaworu has come lo observe. 


Indood, in the manga, Shinji's iitation about Kaworu's invasion of his parsonal space coame 
almost a parody of his atitude in he anime. In the TV show, when Kaworu put his hand on Shinji's, 
he flinched but did not pull away; whereas in tho manga i's easy to imagine Shinji slugging hin, 
Instead ho goes to run ог Rei, haping to get laser ta her again. 


| hardly think the change reflects any phobia on Sadamote’s part after ай, we even get to see 
‘Shinji's “Unit One” in the mangal, but the fact is he manga Shinji is less emotionally bleak and 
empty, and hence less vulnerable. Shinji's just as negative in the manga, of course, but its an 
active variety, rather than the passive negative creep (in the best ivana song sense) we know 
{rom the anime. Wo dont have to imagino him slugging Gendo from the look of surprise on Dad's 
face in Book Seven he would have smacked the beard ой his face if Ка hadr't stopped him. 


Neither is Shinj in a positive emotional siuation where we leave hin hero, either; indeed at tlis 
point in the manga there's arguably no one he сал turn tothe mere brutal fata that befall Taji 
has cut him off from his school fiends, Rei has become hesitant, Кей is dead, and his perennial 
self-esteem booster Asuka is going to need to rebuild her internal supply before she can even get 
back ta calling him a loser and it. 


So, ike Misato trying to put her own hand оп Stinj’s,all| can do for now while we wait for 
Sadamoto Sensei is 10 recommend for your winter vacation reading list The Mysterious Stranger, 
‘which сап almost guarantee will give you new angles to think about Камого, and may even 
ват you class credit besides. A quick look at the novel's comments on Amazon lis a teacher 
"who says fundamentalist students walked out of his class when he taught it another compares 
it to The Matris, those who dise it сай it “sick,” “bitter,” and “twisted.” Sounds lika good ld 
Evangelion to пе! 


— Carl Gustav Hom 


A 


Although The Mysterious Stranger can also bo found in a number of print editions, including 
Тһе Portable Mark Twain from Penguin Books (haw haw) ihe story is legally available online at 
hitp;/jetextlibvirginia.edu/toc/modeng/public/IwaMystMml. 


The same site has a book called The Ноу Bible, King James Version, which fans of Evangelion 
might also enjoy, although it's technically "Editor's Choice.” 
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Series Editor's note: This volume of the manga sees the return to action of Asuka; the 
second and most recent of the new Evangelion anime films, You Can (Not) Advance 
(2009) brings Asuka back as well 


Volume 4 of the manga featured an essay by Asuka's Japanese voice actress, Yuko 
Miyamura, written in 1997, when the Evangelion phenomenon was still young. But Asuka 
romains an iconic character even in tho incrediblo futuro year of 201 and, with hor 
recent revival in both the anime and manga, І thought now might be an appropriate time 
to follow yp—this time, with Asula's Engish-language voice actor Tiffany Grant, as well 


Из пої а common thing for the Japanese and English actors of an anime character to 
meet and to become good friends as wel, but that's what happened іп the case of Yuko 
and Tiffany, as you will see. My very sincere thanks go to Tiffany Grant, Yuko Miyamura 
and to Christine Busby, who translated Ms. Miyamura's remarks 


Carl Gustay Horn 


TIFFANY GRANT 


Some time in early 1998, Matt Greenfield encouraged me to write an essay defending 
Asuka from her critics. | did, and you cen read it on my website. At that point, as | recall, 
about half of the Eva TV series had beon released on home video (two episodes por VHS 
about every other month for around $30). 


Please keep in mind that | had only recently finished recording the TV series. There was 
as yet no English release of Death & Rebirth, End of Evangelion, Director's Cut Platinum 
Edition, and there most definitely were no proposed live-action or "Rebuild" films, 


Back in 1998, | had not yet read any of Sadamoto's manga. Having now read all of it, 
I was very excited to be able to participate in this project. One especially impactful 
moment | experienced reading Sadamoto's books was Yuko Miyamura's own essay in 
volume 4, which touched me deeply. When we first met, | had her autograph it for me! 


For this volume, Carl thought it might be interesting if shared with you how my thoughts 
about Asuka have evolved over these many years. 


First, my perspective on Asuka was changed dramatically by working on EoE and even 
more so by the Director's Cut footage. | said, “If these scenes had been in the TV show 
to begin with, people would've had a lot more sympathy for Asuka.” 


But the main thing that has happened since 1998 is that Neon Genesis Evangelion has 
become an international phenomenon. When I started recording this loud, assertive 
character that often swore in German, І knew | was having a great time with the role and 
that it was enjoyable for me as an actor. There was no way any of us could've known 
then what lay in store. Eva became cult phenomenon. 


The enormous popularity ої Eva is, 1 fully understand, the primary reason | get invited to 
conventions around the world. In this way alone, my association with Asuka has forever 
altered my life. 


But | also feel something deeper than the obvious frequent flyer miles is at work here. 
For several years | actually denied that | was anything like Asuka—a period | refer to as 
my “I Am Not Spock" phase. | wrote “In Defense of Asuka” during that time. 


Once | fully embraced my “inner Asuka,” | realized the many ways that I related to this 
complex, flawed character. In the past twelve years, | feel | have become even closer 
to Asuka emotionally. 


| think Shinji behaves in the way that most of us actually would react, but | believe we 
all wish we were a little more lite Asuka—speak your mind, consequences be damned! 
I find that | don't just defend Asuka now, | actually admire her. | don't know how ГІ feel 
in another twelve years, but if you don't like Asuka just a litle bit, | have only one thing 
ta sav: What are зоба" 


MIYAMURA 


To be honest, a long time ago 1 used to hate Asuka and Evangelion. 
If were to comment using Asuka's words I would say. "I hate, | hate, | hate EVERYBODY!" 


As to why I felt this way, well, 1 think the best way to describe it is to say that it was 
close to the feeling of being bullied. If a person has been bullied, would they want to 
remember it? I don't think they would. 


Acting the part of Asuka was lots of fun at first. However, as Asuka started to mentally 
break down, acting her become quito tough. 


The part that | disliked the most was during the scene when Asuka finally understood 
the meaning of the Ат. field. Just when she was able to mentally become strong and 
confident again, she was attacked by the mass-produced units and brutalized. That time 
in the fim is really cool and there are lots of characters that | like in it. For Asuka on the 
other hand, it's the worst situation over. 


furthermore, after that scene, she is strangled by Shinji with such apathy, and that's 
where the sarias ends, Tho mass-produced units, tho Angels, their destiny; it just onde 
with all of them being defeated. 


l closed the Asuka inside ої me deep within my heart. While she was inside there, | didn’t 
really like to bring her out. Remembering my complex feelings for Asuka and Evangetior 
was quite hard for me, and | didn't like it. 


This all changed when 1 first met and talked to Asuka's English voice actor, Tiffany, 
Tiffany, as another person who acted as Asuka, was the only one who could understand 
the pain that | felt acting as Asuka. We both understood all the difficult emotions about 
Asuka and her complex personality, and we talked about many things. After this the 
feelings within me toward Asuka became more caring and understanding. 


Even though at first | felt anger and dislike for Asuka, | now hold her close to my hear 
and | think of her like a daughter. Up until then Asuka had to deal with all the pain, 
sadness and sorrow by herself. Now it's different—I'm with her. 


Today Im a mother myself and I'm raising my own daughter. The feelings | have for my 
child are similar to what | feel for Asuka. Even though it's different from my own real-life 
situation, Asuka is an important existence to me ard | feel that | am able to accept her 
into my life. 


What destiny lies ahead for Asuka? 
furthermore, what choice will she make? 


Whatever happens | will accept everything about Asuka. | will cheer her on because | 


feel | am close to her. No matter what, | will defend Asuka. 


It has been about ten years since the time when the other units took Asuka and Shinji 
and tried to strangle her. Now, a new Evangelion has begun! 


In the new movies, the once-complex Asuka is now happier. Im excited to see how 
‘Asuka stands and faces her destiny in the new movies compared to Asuka's fate from 
ten years ago of being defeated. 


If wore to say a comment in the new movie in Asuka's words it would be “You hurt my 
pride... LL GIVE IT BACK TO YOU TEN TIMES WORSE.” 1 like this confident side of Asuka. 


Whatever becomes of Asuka in the world of Eva, 1 will always love Asuka the most! 


Once again, I would Ще to thank Tiffeny, Yuko and Christine. Although it's great 10 see 
the friendship between these two voice actors just on a human level, | think i also sets 
a good example far our two (sometimes struggling) industries themselves—! wonder 
whether the Japanese and the Western sides wouldn't both benefit from more personal 
contacts and understanding. 


Something Tifany said took me back to 1998 when | was ediing the early parts of this 
manga. But at the time | was also an editor writing about anime at VIZ Media's Animeri 
magazine, and the $30 Tiffany mentions for two episodes was pretty standard for the 
whole US. anime industry, not just the Evangelion release. So that meant you'd Ван 
to pay $390 for the whole series (in late- 90s dollars; with inflation that'd be more lite 
3500 today). And that was for VHS format, with all iis built-in limitations compared to 
DVD 一 no special foaturos, no chapter skipping, по separato audio or subtitle tracks (if 
you wanted dubbed сг subtitled, you had to buy а whole different set of tapes) and of 
course, lesser video and audio qualiy. Its something to think about next time a US. 
anime DVD release seems expensive. .^ ^ 


-Carl Gustav Horn 


CRIPT 


the series; there used to be this place in the Kintetsu Building in San Francisco's Japantown, 
downstairs trom Knokuniya, that wuld rent of tapes of new shows recorded off Japanese TV. 
How it worked was, every fourth episode, someone in Japan would airmail off another tape to the 
store Every fourth өле, because four episodes ware what you could fit on VHS at normal араға 
(this was 1996, an age when the Internet brought riches instead of ruin] And being airmail, it got 
there in а few days—mearing that if you rented it as soon as it came in, for а day or two you 
would be caught up with the Japanese audience. With Neon Genesis Evangelion, which seemed 
to raise the stakes not only for itself but for television anime with every fourth episode, you were 
watching it in real ime, Ant 24 divided by six tapes I, of course, four—the number of death, as 


even a Japanese dropout such as myself knows. They teach you that the 


irst week. 


За there we all were, in the middle of March—just me, maybe a few dozen other gaijin 
with their own hook-ups, and several million Japanese, watching Kaworu's twolvo-minuto Ме and 
‘one-minute death. remember my impressions during that one minute going something like this: 
the first twenty seconds: all right, this is the dramatic pause .the tension is building... any moment 
it will; the next twenty seconds: for God's sale, is called animation... hey, | bet the storyboards 
fer this didn't take too long to draw... can practically see the budget savings adding up, it's like 
watching the meter on an idling tax; and than, oddly enough, breaking through, once again, to 
admiration in the nal twenty: wow, as usual, Anno's got a lot of guts. So presumably, did the 
hand of Unit-01, a moment str. 


| laugh о the death, as no one is able to in Evangelion’ fiction, where these deaths must 
be experienced for real. Yet in the manga, Sadamoto draws Shinji with atleast a smile, the very 
narrowest ої smiles, as the parting gift to him of Kaworu Nagisa; Tabris, the Angel of Нег Wil, a 


пате more beautiful than its bear 


which was no mean feat, Stop following me, Shinji had told 


the stray kitten when thay fist mat involumo 3 I can't taka care af you. And then tha bay whe had. 


POSTS 


not yetintroduced himsef other than to say, l'm los... was never meant to bein a place like this, 
picked up the kitten, and with his hands showed what Shinjîs choice meant 


This is the point where a certain shril keening went up; not so much from Shinj, but from 
some segments of the readership. at Sadamoto's sudden and unprecedented use of shock value, 
а concapt surely as foreign to lean Genesis Evangelion as fan service. Но had ruined sweet 
Kaiore—you know, the sweet Kaworu who came to wipe us out, but Мади offered Shinji the 
‘option o КИ what he loved instead. But it was a kitten—a kitien, somewhere among the hundreds, 
thousands, millons, and billions of dead people of Evangelian's storyline. ПІ bet if we could 
somehow convince the president to squash a goldish during his next press conference! dor't 
know, tell him i's for rush week or something—America would suddenly come to the horrified 
realization that oh my God, war means deathtti 


Well. okay, maybe I was a іше shocked too, but for diferent reasons. Like almost eve 
Evangelion fan, my own image of Kaworu was shaped by the anime. When Sadamoto has him 


make his first appearance at the end of volu 


ıê 7, smiling in his tube to Kiel as Rei did to беп, 


it looks as if he's going to go along lines similar 0 how Kaworu was treated in the anime: гс 


SEELE secret child, much as Rei was NERV’, raised in darkness and obedience. Indeed in both 


versions, the two pilos encounter one ancther, to show they are very similar—but not the за 
In the anime, Kaworo expresses the very interest in intimacy and connection that Rei as yet cen 
barely articulate; vet both maintain an etherealness about them. Suddenly, Sacamoto gives us this 
кеми зоте. 


You know, if 1 remambor right, regardless of whathor in the animo Kaworu lied Shinji ar 
loved Shinji, at no point did Kaworu actually promise that whatever he felt for him would make 
Shinji happy. It was а natural thing for Shinji to assume (en ass out af you and me both, ses, 


and there you've got your doujehi again) of course, from this evidently boautiful, apparently kind 
person who said he loved him and said he understood hin. What Kaworu understood, though, was 
how fragile Shinji's heart was. It fascinated him, much as one might wonder at an object of fine 
crystal. And when you are enchanted by such a thing, your wish is not that it be transformed and 
made more able to endure, its latticework replaced by steel—or even the simple, tough fiber of a 
human heart, the kind Misato and Кай had, suniving a childhood as bad as the Children's to find 
‘some kind of happiness, some kind of resilience. 


There's nothing sadistic or callous about the way the anime Kaworu teats Shinji; it's just that, 
being an Angel, he hasa litle difficulty understanding the human perspective—ané that it'snot just 
about he viewed Shin), but how Shinji wewed nim. This is where the manga Kaworu, Sadamoto's 
Кано, shows his difference, and where Sadamoto confirms the value of his interpretation. 
For various crazy gaijin reasons—l dumo. maybe because his death takes place before a giant 
freaking cross to which a being is nailed and which previously had an artfact called the Spear of 
Longinus thrust into its side—many Eva fans around the world discussed the idea of Kaworu as 
а quasi-Christ figure. The orthodox image of Chist was that he was a sinless being, God become. 
man, who permitted himself to suffer for the redemption of sinners. A sacrificial lamb—but that 
itself is an interesting imago. -after all, а lamb is something that humans understand much as 


Камоли “understood” Shinji: that is, with an assigned significance 


But the suffering of mankind day to day is far more than just having to walk around donkey- 
and dateloss (actualy, fig-less; Matthew 2119), let alone the scourge and the nalits the state 
of being impure, of sinning itself. When Christ was said to have b 
‘theologians mean human like Adam wae before he ato of the tree of knowledge of good and evil, 
as referenced in the ugly-ass new logos for NERV and SEELE seen in Rebuild of Evangelion Adam. 
before the fall in other words. But that’s not being a human, the way actual human beings are. 
What an actual human would experience, in even a short Ше, is the state of being a sinner, which 
at its least argumentative means harming the innocent. Kiling a ktten would probably qualfy. And 
knowing love, not in йв divine, Platonic and soft vinyl form, but as something flowing. » lukewarm, 


п both divino and human, the 


sticky, ond heavy, as Kawaru describes it to Shinji after kissing him. How does it feel to have 
someone like that take an interest in you? he asks Shinji—because to him, it felt like it was slowly 


constricting my chest. „Не | couldn't breathe. It gave me the creeps, 


‘The creeps? The anime Kaworu would have never gotten “the creeps.” But then, the anime 


Кемені dosen't partake of humanity the way Sadamoto's dans. Но is indeed SEELEs child, raised 


in secet, but his reflection in NERV is not Rei, but Shinji, from whom far more secrets were kept 
| think one reason some anima Shinji x Kawor shippers might not like Sadamoto's version is 
because it's almost as if he's making fun of fanfic: In this version of the story, Kaworu enters 


кош WAEN AD тюр Башка зла. MONTA: „рок ES ERNEUT хо Heys кюп Tor sre 
during battle, Kaworu angers Shinji by calling her a fool, yet Shinji seeks sanctuary in Kaworu's 
room afterwards. Kaworu's confusion over his feelings leads to a new level of intimacy between 
them, but Shinji slaps Kaworu's caressing hand away: "Guys don't like guys!” “Why do you hate 
me so much?" demands the tousle-headed Angel... mean, one expects the actual creator to keep 


a certain reserve. 


And then. As you have read on page 17, Sedamoto, in the best traditions of Evangelion, flips 
over his trump card. Just as Anno once did with Misato and Shinji, it turns out he wasn't bluffing, 
and it wasn't fan service; he found that he was actually trying to feel something for Kaworu Nagisa 
as an artist, As he has done all along with Neon Genesis Evangelion, Sadamoto is making an effor 
to express the story in way that is convincing to him, as Evangelion’s co-creator, an approach 
that is often the equal and opposite of Anno's Whereas Anno gave of his persona in making 
the anime, Sadamoto is taking it into his person. Whereas the anime projected а 35-year-old's 
thoughts on а 14-year-old named Shinji Ikari. Go back and read his interview in volume 2, which 
isn't the thoughts of a guy whose involvement was simply sketching out the designs. “Unless | 
get into Shinji's head,” said Sadamoto, 1 can't draw the manga... have to empathize with the 


character before | соп draw." 


And what his empathy ends up giving us is something more mutual than the anime dic 
between Shinji and Kaworu, Just as Sadamoto had Shinji know ahead of time that Той was in Eva 
Unit-03, he prepares an understanding between them—and when the tragedy comes, it is deeper 
for being complicit: Evangelion loudas. 


In volume 10 | recommended that if you wanted to go from wif to well-that's-faseinating ог 
Eva, to check out the forums at evamonkey.com. Since then, it's doubled its registered users from 
800 to 1,740 and now contains over 164,000 postings as of August 2008, including lengthy threads 
on such topics as the domestic political overtones of Evain Japan, whether Rel is made of “particle 


wave matter," and careful documentation of ай appearances of the characters’ panties. In short, 
it seems very close to becoming the kind of collective super-consciousness Kaworu promises us 
we can evolve into, if we'll just sign that extinction work order. Before you punch your keyboard, 
however, this site has also undergone а name change from evamonkey.com to evagecks.org; 
although | wonder perhaps if that change truly symbolizes progress. Im reminded of Paul Broca's 


comment that he'd rather be a transformed ape than a degenerate son of Adam. 


Evageeks doesn’t have too much on this manga (its discussion exists as а thread within the 
subforum “Everything Else Evangelion," sort of the way the Reverend Lovejoy once described 


Қона refidion as "miscellaneous" desote the tart саат төгісті was around Боба The 


anime, and who knows, might still be unfinished when the new films receive the last of their 
re-release director's cuts. | sometimes feel that in spite of their diferent creative appreaches, 
Sadamoto is staying closer to what Anno was trying to say than to the idea that Eva is а million- 
ресе jigsaw. Even were it tue, and you found a way to complete it, it doesn't tate a Frane Katka 
te point out that you've just spent years assembling а milion-piece jigsew. In case people didn't 
get it the frst time, Anno literally turned the camera back on the theater, and then walked out into 
the street in The End of Evangelion; | remember seeing a fan version of the film that си this part 
он аз "boring." You've been told many times before, Anno's painted to the door, but no one had 


the guts to leave the temple, Perhaps ho too gave up alter а while and just decided to rebuild it 


im not in such a good position to criticize, perhaps, as I, in my best otaku way, delighted 
in the five years that Evangelion was a monthly comic book (that's right, it used to be one—you 
know, like those things with the staples, color, and really small eyes) in writing its "Dossier" 
section, which detailed such Eva-soteica as SEELE, LOL, the Spear of Longinus, etc., combining 
what was known fram "canonical" sources-—as if his was some kind of church—with speculation 
couched ir a granciloquent vagueness worthy of that Clinton era (if the comic had arisen during 
the Bush era, the legal theory would have simply been that everything was canonical й the editor 
said sol 


Most of these "Dossier" articles (the Spear of Longinus one mysteriously went missing, 
spawning its own mini-conspiracy theory) were reprinted in volumes 5 and Б of the current 
graphic novel edition of біз. Volume 7 continued the tradition with a remarkable word-count 
drawn fort from the more handful of Biblical verses associated with Evangelion (I always sense a 
certain nervousness when the Bible gets brought up at Eva con panels, and it's probably because 
more than one attendee teld their parents they were going to church camp that weekend] 
And in case the $999-a-semester (well, let's be horest, annual} tuition that is the Evangelion 
‘manga wasn't giving you enough gnosis, volume В absolutely dered you to seck out the best of its 
native criticism, never mind that it was in Japanese; it could hardly be less comprehensible than 
MEER NS 


But, again, go back, tole ege—the most important truths that are likely to ever be revealed 
about Evangelion are in volumes | through 4: Annos statement of attempt; Sadamoto' interview: 
Yostitou Аваз statement of attempt; Sadamoto's interview; Yoshitcu Asari's anticipation of the 
pattern the seris! critique would take and Megumi Ogata's (who herself considered Sadamoto 
the co-creator of the character she portrayed), Yuko Miyamura's, and Megumi Hayashibara's 
confrontation of their roles. What distinguishes all these comments are not just who made them, 
but that they were within the making of Evangelion itself. They lack coolness, detachment, and 
hindsight, and thus have the kind of meaning for Eva you can't type, but which you can make for 
yourself, the опу way it сап ever mean anything: in real time, їп really. 


Сап Gustav Нот 


PS. It's interesting that among the events portrayed as part of human beings "hurting оге another 
оп page 32 are the attacks of September N, 2001, despite the fact that in Evangelion timeline, 
thot date was almost a year after the Second Impact, If con go Evageeks on you for a moment, 
it seems somewhat implausible that the conspiracy to attack the World Trade Center would have 
‘gone shead as planned, given that lower Manhattan, like the original Tokyo, would presumably 
already have been evacuated and underwater thanks to the rapid melting of the Antarctic ice cap. 
On the other hand, it's рап of the official fvangelico timeline that the week following the Second 
Impact saw both the outbreak of an India-Pakistan conflict and the detonation of a nuclear bomb. 
in Tokyo by unknown partes, showing that the human race was still able to take a litle time out 
for war and tarrariem despite the fact it was already facing tha greatest catastrophe in recorded 
histor Failing that, one can always say the reference to S/N falls under the idea of many possible 
paths within the Instrumentality (although SEELE seems to favor one of destiny and control, rather 


than choice and freedom), or simply my favorite explanation for everything. lol editors. 


Ж 


SHINJI IKARI, Аве 14 

units developed by the secret UN paramilitary agency known as NER. Resentl of his father and 
desperate fr his approval, Shi climbed into the cnt ріш of Eva Uni I to do bate with the 
enigmatic Angels. 


REI AYANAMI, AGE 14 
а is the "Fst Cild to be chosen to pilot an Evangelion. Whio piloting Eva Unt, she was severely 
половой fighting the Angel Sache during the same bate in which Shi arrived а Tokyo. 


ASUKA LANGLEY SORYU, AGE 14 

AUS, сїйєп of mixed Japanese and ботап ances, Aska В а produet of eugenic breeding. 
Selected to begin айта ав an Eva pilot rom а very early age, Asuka is an excellent fighter, but sho 
stuggles wth traumatic memoras of hor childhood. 


Камову NAGISA, AGE 14? 

Колли introduces тан ta NERV as the “Fifth Child.” SEELE has sent him to NERV directly, not 
bothering to go through the Marduk Agency. But as NERY keeps the Вей Angel, Adam, so as SEELE 
kept te ав, Tas, he tue пото ond cent o Kaworu Nagisa, 


GENDO IKARI, AGE 48 
Shin's father. Tis поса and enigmatic man ts пе guiding әсе акаа це development of NERV'S 
завіса system. Ha is also che man entrusted 1 сапу art the even more secret Instamentaliy 
Project. Gerdo was an absent father, leaving Sij'supbrnghg tothe boy's aunt and uncle. 


MISATO KATSURAGI. AGE 29 
Captain Katsuragi is the chief tactician for NERV, responsib for planning and guiding Evangelion 
missions against tho Angels. So has forte Shinji о move irto hor apartment in an attempt to “i” 


RITSUKO AKAGI. AGE 30 
Technical supervisor fr MERV Projet E (Evangelion) Dr lagi is a polymath genius whe rode the 
wave of есепші revolution falling the racking of the human geatie ende at the end of the 
Twentieth century. Her disciplines include physics, Bolechnolegy and computer science. 


Ryouı KAJI, AGE 29 
Inteligence agent working for NERV, although its senior personnel knw that he is alo spring for 
tho Japanese Interior Ministry. has also been suggested ‘hat Кай в secretly working br a third 
party, SEELE Despite his handsome, col exterior, oj regards himself as weak, his Ме haunted by 
‘yout bay 
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LOSSARY 


‘The sound effects inthis 3-in-1 edition of Neon Genesis Evangelion 
have been preserved in their original Japanese format, To avoid 
‘additional lettering cluttering up the panels we have provided 


. this ist of sound effects (FX), Each FX is listed by page апа panel 


number, so for example 6-5 would mean the FX is on page 6 in 
panel 5. If there із a third number, it means there is more than one 
FX in the panel—6-5-1 and 6-5-2 for example. The transliteration 
is given, followed by the English translation/approximation. 
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